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Title of Book:  
Nothing But The Truth 
Author:  
Avi 
Rating:  
3 stars = Pretty Good 
Review:  
"Nothing But the Truth," an documentary novel by Avi, depicts a small student-teacher quarrel that became a national 
headline. The book starts with one's average teenage boy named Philip Malloy. He runs track and is a fairly good 
student. His arch nemesis and least favorited teacher, Miss Narwin, thinks poorly of Philip, especially after he is switched 
to her homeroom. The day is always begun with the playing of the national anthem, but when Phil starts to "sing" along, 
Miss Narwin starts to lose it. After suspensions, interviews with newspapers, and nationwide fame, Philip must not only 
figure out how to deal with his newly renowned fame, but also how to deal with being honest about what is really going 
on. This book was a great, quick read. The way the book was composed made for easy reading and enjoyability. 
"Nothing But the Truth" was written in 1992, but the topic is still relevant decades later. With the kneeling during the 
national anthem in the NFL to other highly debated political topics, "Nothing But the Truth" is a great book for a quick 
but thoughtful read. 
Reviewer's Name:  
Ella S 
Genres:  
Fiction 
Realistic 
Awards:  
ALA Notable Children's Book Award 
Newbery Medal/Honor 
YALSA Award 
 
Locate the PDF of the book at the site below: 
http://ardis326.weebly.com/uploads/8/5/8/0/85806700/nothing_but_the_truth_-_avi_pdf__1_.pdf 
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Nothing But the Truth by Avi Responses 
Chapter 1: 

1. Describe the basic conflict between Phillip and Ms. Narwin. How did it begin? How might it have been avoided? 
2. Describe Philip Malloy. 
3. Comment on Miss Narwin - what is she really like (draw your information from her letter, do not make it up). 
4. What is the setting for this novel? 

 
Chapters 2-4: 

1. Write about respect as it is found in your school. 
2. Comment on the following:  

a. Mr. Lunser's behavior during the Announcements  
b. the general attitude of 8th or 9th grade boys toward girls  
c. the attitude of students toward their exams and their teachers. You should mention events from the 

reading assignment, but you should also express your own opinion. 
 
Chapters 5-8: 

1. 1.Write about "the money crunch" - the need for money (yours, your family's, your school's). 
a. What it is needed for, and respond to the idea that there may not be enough of it.  
b. Imagine something that you want which costs money - imagine how you will feel if the money is not 

available. 
2. Respond to a poor grade which you have received on a major test. 

 
Chapter 9: 

1. Why does Philip not tell his father the truth about the track team? Is he telling himself the truth? 
2. What are some strategies you can think of to help him get along better with Miss Narwin? 

 
Chapter 10: 

1. Miss Narwin vs. Philip Malloy and the humming. What do you think? 
 
Chapter 11-12: 

1. Pressure - what are the pressures on you? Discuss the pressures your teachers and/or parents and/or friends 
might put on you. How do these pressures affect the way you act and react? 

2. Rewards - what has someone said or done to make you feel good about yourself, to make you feel your efforts 
are worthwhile? 

2. 3.What does "sticking up for yourself" mean in these chapters.? 
3. 4.Why does Philip try to stop his father from calling Ted Griffin? 
4. 5.What happens to the "truth" at the end of Chapter 12? How could this have been prevented? 

 
Chapter 13:  

1. Write a humorous article for the school newspaper entitled: 
10 Rules We Should Have but Don't  

 
Chapter 14: 

1. Does the News Media Control Our Opinions? Write your thoughts about the topic. Refer to the news article in 
Chapter 14. Are any of your opinions controlled by the news media - about the president, about fashion, about 
sports or TV shows or movies, about anything? 



2. Also answer this question: How do the adults in your life influence your opinions. Give at least one good 
example. 

 
 
Chapter 15: 
Imagine that... !! You have heard the Jake Barlow Talk Show. 

a. What do you think of Jake and his callers?  
b. Do you agree with their points of view? Why or why not?  
c. What would you write to Miss Narwin and to Philip? 

 
Chapter 17-18: 

1. Respond to what Miss Narwin tells the reporter, Mr. Duval. Do you agree that people like to hear the worst and 
rarely seek out or talk about the best? Give three examples of this. 

2. Write a short newspaper article: Students Support Narwin, which reports on what might have happened if a 
student petition had been circulated. 

 
Chapter 19: 

1. What do you make of the ending of the book? What is fair, what is not fair? You need to pretend that you, the 
student, knows "the whole story." It is time to present your opinion. 

 
What are the 2 different points of view explored in this book? 
 
Who is the main character and how would you describe him? Include whether you would want to be his friend. Explain 
you answer. 
 
Name and describe the other major characters in the book. 
 
Complete the plot diagram. 



 


